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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  diver ston  Urban 
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Dalton-in-F  urness, 
February 

Gentlemen, 

The  statement  which  I  have  the  honour  to  present  to 
you  on  the  health  and  sanitary  condition  of  your  district  for  the 
year  1898,  is  based  on  personal  observation,  details  of  which 
have  been  brought  to  your  notice  from  time  to  time,  and  also 
from  the  reports  of  your  Surveyor  and  Inspector,  together  with 
the  returns  of  the  Registrar,  to  all  of  whom  I  am  indebted  for 
valuable  assistance,  for  which  I  beg  to  thank  them. 

Inspector  of  District. — Your  district  has  been  kept 
under  pretty  regular  supervision,  and  in  cases  of  special  necessity 
detailed  inspections  have  been  made. 

In  conjunction  with  your  Surveyor,  I  commenced  to  make 
a  house  to  house  examination  of  the  district  in  December,  but 
such  was  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  that  it  was  found 
impossible  to  continue  the  work,  but  I  hope  to  be  able  to 
recommence  the  inspection  at  an  early  date. 

Sanitary  Condition  and  Progress. — Water  Supply  — 

The  supply  of  water  from  the  public  mains  has  always  been 
abundant,  and  I  have  heard  no  complaints  as  to  its  quality. 
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New  Streets. — Greenbank  has  been  metalled,  kerbed  and 
channelled  under  the  provisions  of  the  Private  Street  Works  Act, 
1892.  Brogden  Street  and  County  Street  have  been  kerbed, 
channelled  and  flagged,  the  two  latter  having  been  previously 
metalled. 

'There  are  still  many  streets  which  need  attention. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage  — The  Sewers  and  Drains  are  all 
working  well,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  tanks  and  outfall 
at  the  sea  shore. 

Slaughterhouses.— Tight  in  number,  have  been  kept  under 
supervision,  structurally  little  fault  can  be  found  with  them,  and 
they  have  been  kept  in  fair  order,  but  in  some  cases  their  position 
as  regards  neighbouring  dwellings  is  bad. 

Common  Lodging  Houses— There  are  four  of  these  in  the 
town  which  I  have  personally  inspected,  of  these  one  in  Swan 
Street,  and  the  other,  Athersmith’s  in  Rattan  Row,  appear  to  be 
kept  in  good  order,  but  1  cannot  say  this  in  respect  of  the  one 
in  Eccles  Yard,  and  Cockburn’s  in  Rattan  Row,  in  neither  of 
these  cases  do  the  regulations  appear  to  be  attended  to,  and  I 
should  doubt  very  much  whether  the  beds  are  not  beyond  the 
number  allowed  according  to  the  capacity  as  regards  air  space 
of  the  respective  sleeping  rooms.  1  intend  to  go  over  the 
dimensions  which  are  in  the  hands  of  your  Inspector,  and  shall 
again  bring  this  matter  before  the  Health  Committee  of  your 
Council. 


Cowsheds,  Dairies,  and  Milk  Shops  Order. —The  Cow¬ 
sheds  and  Dairies  have  been  inspected  regularly,  and  regulations 
are  in  force  under  the  Order,  but  stipulation  is  made  as  to  the 
air  space  in  Cowsheds. 

Scavenging. — This  work  is  undertaken  by  the  Council,  and 
vour  Surveyor  informs  me  that  it  is  fairly  satisfactory. 


Offensive  Trades. — There  are  two  Tripe  Boiling  Establish¬ 
ments  in  your  district  and  two  Tallow  Chandlers.  I  have 
received  frequent  ’complaints  of  the  offensive  smells  given  off 
during  the  operation  of  melting  the  fat  at  the  Tallow  Chandler’s 
in  the  Back  Lanes,  and  I  should  most  certainly  advise  that  means 
should  be  taken  to  prevent  this,  which  might  be  done  by  con¬ 
densation  of  the  fumes,  or  by  passing  them  through  a  furnace. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population. — The  enumerated  population  when  the  last 
Census  was  taken,  viz.  in  1891,  was  10,015,  and  in  making  the 
calculations  which  appear  in  the  following  statistics  I  have  based 
them  upon  a  population  as  being  unchanged  since  that  year,  and 
as  your  district  is  one  which  is  not  subject  to  very  great  variations 
of  population  either  by  emigration  or  immigration,  this  estimate 
may  be  taken  as  substantially  correct. 

Births  . — The  births  registered  during  the  year  have 
numbered  263,  producing  a  birth-rate  of  26*2  per  rooo  for  the 
year.  During  the  previous  year  there  were  239  births,  giving  a 
birth-rate  23-9  per  1000,  the  calculation  at  that  time  having  been 

made  on  an  estimated  population  of  10,000. 

* 

There  were  146  male  children  born  and  1 17  females. 

Deaths. — The  deaths  recorded  during  the  year  were  147, 
but  in  towns  possessing  public  institutions,  such  as  Workhouses, 
and  Hospitals,  it  is  necessary  to  deduct  from  the  total  deaths 
occurring  in  the  town  the  deaths  of  persons  who  did  not  belong  to 
it,  and  I  find  that  last  year  there  were  27,  whieh  reduces  the  deaths 
of  persons  strictly  belonging  to  the  district  to  120,  or  1 1*9  per  1000, 
as  against  172  or  17-2  per  1000  for  1897,  a  vei7  satisfactory 
decrease,  although  it  is  only  fair  to  say  that  the  deduction  which 
I  have  mentioned  does  not  appear  to  have  been  made  in  1897, 
nevertheless,  allowing  for  this,  there  is  still  a  decreased  death- 
rate 
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There  have  been  89  deaths  in  Males  and  58  in  Females. 

Infantile  and  Senile  Deaths. — There  have  been  18  deaths 
in  Infants  during  the  first  year  of  life,  which  means  an  Infantile 
Death-rate  of  68*4  per  1000  births,  a  remarkably  low  rate,  but  it 
must  be  remembered  that  the  birth-rate  is  a  comparatively  low 
one.  - 

In  persons  over  65  there  have  been  50  deaths. 

Zymotic  Death-rate. — By  Zymotic  deaths  we  mean  deaths 
arising  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases,  which  are. 
Small  Pox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria  and  Membranous 
Croup,  Whooping  Cough,  Fever  (Typhus,  Typhoid,  Relapsing), 
Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery. 

I  find  that  from  diseases  of  this  type  we  have  only  had  one 
death  during  the  year,  viz. :  from  Diarrhoea,  compared  with  1 1  in 
the  year  1897,  thus  in  1898  we  have  a  Zymotic  Death-rate  ot  ‘oS 
per  1000,  as  against  1  per  1000  in  1897,  a  decrease  which  is  very, 
gratifying. 


Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Organs. — Pneumonia,  Pleurisy, 
Bronchitis  and  Phthisis  or  Pulmonary  Consumption.  I  find  that, 
Irom  Diseases  of  this  class,  there  have  been  41  deaths,  12  of 
these  being  due  to  Consumption. 


Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act. — According  to  the 
provisions  of  this  Act,  fifteen  cases  have  been  notified,  which 
are  tabulated  below,  and  comparisons  made  with  previous 
year. 


YEAR. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

TOTAL.  j 

1898 

5 

3 

7 

15 

1897 

0 

5 

1 0 

20 

o 


Typhoid  Fever  — In  all  cases  when  reports  of  this  disease 
are  forwarded  to  me,  I  make  a  personal  inspection  of  the 
premises,  with  a  view  to  discovering,  and  having  remedied,  any 
sanitary  defects  which  may  exist.  Unfortunately,  it  is 
frequently  found  to  be  very  difficult  to  find  any  cause  for  the 
outbreak,  and  more  especially  is  this  the  case  where  the  disease 
has  arisen  in  a  sporadic  manner,  as  has  always  been  the  case  in 
your  district.  Tabulated  below  is  a  list  of  the  cases  with  the 
result  of  my  inspection. 


]  ULY. 

ro,  Edmondson  Street. 

Cases. 

1 

No  defects  apparent. 

Sept. 

The  Laurels. 

1 

Imported. 

75,  Quebec  Street. 

l 

Filthy  open  privy  midden. 

Oct. 

5 1 .  Kennedy  Street 

1 

No  defects. 

9,  Bailey  Street. 

1 

No  defects. 

I  must  congratulate  the  Council  on  having  so  few  cases 
of  this  disease,  which  is  essentially  due  to  insanitary  conditions, 
and  the  presence  of  which  in  a  district  is  always  a  reflection  upon 
those  who  should  safeguard  the  Public  Health  I  can  only  trust 
that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  I  shall  be  able  to  say  that 
there  have  been  no  eases. 

Diphtheria — Three  cases  reported,  two  of  these  being  in 
the  same  family.  The  examination  of  the  premises,  in  both 
instances,  revealed  defects  of  sanitation  which  would  be  quite 
sufficient  to  give  rise  to  the  disease. 


Scarlet  Fever. — Every  care  has  been  exercised  to  prevent 
the  spread  of  this  disease,  and  I  would  ask  parents,  and  those  hav¬ 
ing  charge  of  children  to  assist  the  officers  in  preventing  the 
extension  of  this  disease,  which  spreads  with  such  rapidity,  by 
isolating  the  sufferers,  and  discouraging  the  visits  of  neighbours. 

Isolation  Accommodation. — In  conclusion  I  must  con¬ 
gratulate  the  Council  on  having  come  to  such  an  arrangement  as 
will  admit  of  the  isolation  of  diseases  of  an  infectious  character. 
If  the  public  can  be  induced  to  take  advantage  of  such  provision 
it  will  materially  assist  the  Council  and  the  Health  Officers  in 
stamping  out  diseases  of  this  type. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

Q.  H.  PATTERSON, 

L.R.C.P.,  Loud.,  M.R.C.S.,  Eng.,  D.P.H.,  Lorn!  , 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


February ,  1899. 


